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IV.— THE ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE IN LIVY. 

II. 

Ablative Absolute Following Main Statement. 

The ablative absolute is frequently placed after the main state- 
ment, about one in eighteen of the examples having that position. 
However, it must be observed that in these the proportion of 
present participles is larger than the average proportion, as they 
represent an action taking place at the same time as the main 
action, and so may follow as easily as precede the main verb, 
e. g. 22, 10, 9 turn lectisternium per triduum habitum decemviris 
sacrorum curantibus; 36, 23, 5 nulla eos res aeque ac vigiliae 
conficiebant, Romanis succedentibus . . . labore urente. Similar 
to these are 31 passages in which the names of consuls in the 
abl. abs. are postpositive. Sometimes the perfect participle fol- 
lows when it is used with an intransitive verb, e. g. 1, 34, 2 
moritur uxore gravida relicta. Of the other perfect participles 
at the end of the sentence, more than the usual proportion are 
causal, while occasionally they express a consequent or coincident 
action, e. g. 25, 34, 6 compulsique intra vallum adempto rerum 
omnium usu. There can be given no reason for most of 
the instances of this arrangement except the free handling of 
the ablative absolute by Livy, for most of them express an 
antecedent action, and this in some instances is indicated by a 
temporal particle as in 24, 2, 11 arcem optimates tenebant prae- 
parato ante ad talem casum perfugio ; 32, 25, 1 civitas prodita est 
temptatis prius animis plebis. 

Syntactical Equivalence. 

Whatever may have been the origin of the ablative absolute 
construction, in Livy it usually expresses temporal relations, and 
in general its use is parallel with the cum constructions. The 
frequency of occurrence, both in the speeches and in the narrative 
portions, depends on the recurrence of temporal notions. It is 
for this reason that these two portions of the work of Livy do 
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not differ in the use of the ablative absolute, for the moods of 
Livy the annalist are as varied as the moods of Livy speaking 
through historical characters. Of the entire number of examples, 
by far the larger part are purely temporal, and in the mass they 
are treated as such. The parts are frequently separated by 
temporal particles which may also precede, and also frequently 
follow, noticeably deinde, extemplo, inde, simul, tandem, turn, 
turn detnum and turn vero, the same as with other temporal 
statements. 

Not infrequently Livy views a past action from his own stand- 
point instead of that of the original actors, and the perfect par- 
ticiple has the force of an aorist. The same method is followed 
in dealing with the ablative absolute, and the perfect participle is 
used to represent a circumstance accompanying the main action, 
e. g. 40, 4, 4 parvis admodum relictis omnibus decessit. See 
Draeger 2, p. 794. 

Apart from the examples expressing time, those with causal 
force occur most frequently, and in these the abl. abs. usually 
follows the main statement, as in 2, 41, 4 consul largitioni 
resistebat auctoribus patribus nee omni plebe adversante; 21, 56, 
9 aut nihil sensere obstrepente pluvia, aut quia iam moveri nequi- 
bant . . . , sentire sese dissimularunt ; 25, 15, 12 pedestre proelium 
fuit persegne paucis in prima acie pugnantibus Romanis, Thurinis 
expectantibus magis quam adiuvantibus eventum. The instances 
are similar in which the abl. abs. precedes, e. g. 23, 29, 17 non 
tam victoria quam prohibito Hasdrubalis in Italiam transitu 
laetabantur. 

The ablative absolute with concessive force, and sometimes 
followed by tamen, is found in a smaller number of passages : 
1, 17, 9 hodie quoque . . . usurpatur idem ius vi adempta ; 1, 51, 
7; 2, 10, 11 desiluit multis superincidentibus telis incolumis ad 
suos tranavit ; 2, 31, 5 ; 3, 26, 1 ; 3, 47, 2 quid prodesse, si incolumi 
urbe, quae capta ultima timeantur, liberis suis sint patienda ; 3, 
63,8; 4,38, 1; 4,44, 10; 5, 12, 1; 5, 28, 11; 6, 21,5; 7, 27,4; 
8, 15. 9; 9. 2, 13; 9, 42, 2; 21, 30, 5; 24, 4, 7; 33, 5, 4; 33, 34, 7; 
33,34, 10; 36,29, 5 deductus ad regem nondum convivio dimisso; 
39, 21,9 quae causa numero aucto infirmiores eos fecerit. With 
conditional force the use of the ablative absolute is still more 
restricted, and in the few instances which may be cited there is 
not in all a clear differentiation of the conditional and the 
temporal: i, 18, 5 inclinari opes ad Sabinos rege inde sumpto 
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videbantur; 2, 23, 15 censebat: uno aut altero adrepto quieturos 
alios; 3, 34, 7; 5, n, 11 quia stare diutius respublica his manenti- 
bus in magistrate non posset ; 5, 33, 1 expulso cive, quo manente, 
si quicquam humanorum certi est capi Roma non potuerit ; 9, 4, 
12 > 37> r 9> 3 quaero enim pace per te facta rediturusne extemplo 
in Italiam sis? 1, 58, 7 quid enim salvi est mulieri amissa pudi- 
citia? may be taken as a general conditional statement rather 
than specific temporal, while 5, 54, 7 hie omnes propitii manenti- 
bus vobis dii.may be taken as dative or as a conditional absolute. 

Sometimes the activity of one of two hostile parties is expressed 
by the absolute, which sets forth an action contrasted with that in 
the main statement: 3,70, 3 pedites . . . pugnavere haud segniter 
resistentibus Volscis; 4, 57, 7; 8, 12, 11 ; 23, 40, 10 diu pugnam 
ancipitem Poeni, Sardis . . . adsuetis, fecerunt; cf. 8, 38, 10 id ali- 
quamdiu aequavit pugnam iam pridem desueto Samnite clamorem 
Romani exercitus pati; 24, 3, 9 optimates tenebant se, circum- 
sedente cum Bruttiis eos etiam plebe sua ; 27, 8, 10 tribuni . . . 
censuissent, ne ipso quidem contra tendente praetore. The result 
of the main action is also expressed by the absolute in 4, 10, 5 
dederunt poenas vix nuntiis caedis relictis; 21, 37, 4 quadriduum 
circa rupem consumptum iumentis prope fame absumptis. 

One of the best indications of Livy's freedom in the use of the 
ablative absolute is its frequent occurrence with particles, the entire 
expression being equal to a clause. These particles definitely 
indicate the syntactical equivalence of the ablative absolute, and 
their use with all forms of the participle is a good index of its 
increasing flexibility. For convenience in comparison we shall 
group the particles according to their meaning. 

Conditional. — Nisi with the ablative absolute is comparatively 
quite frequent: 1, 36, 6 nisi auspicato; 1, 51, 7 n. gladiis depre- 
hensis cetera vana existimaturi ; 2, 24, 5; 4, 60, 4; 6, 1, 4; 6, 35, 1 ; 
6, 37, 4 nisi imperio communicato numquam plebem in parte pari 
rei publicae fore; 7, 41, 4; 8, 12, 10; 9, 16,3; 22,55,8; 24, 18, 11; 
26, 21,4; 27, 2, 12; 33, 12, 4 Philippo aut occiso aut regno 
pulso; 35, 45, 6; 37, 5, 2; 40, 26, 5 consules nisi confecto 
dilectu negare se ituros. It should be noted that all of these 
excepting the first 27, 2, 12 and 6, 1, 4 neque eum abdicare se 
dictatura nisi anno circumacto passi sunt, are in indirect discourse, 
and the last gives the thought of the people. This limitation 
may indicate that Livy regarded colloquial brevities as the sphere 
for its use. 
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Comparative. — The two examples of the use of quam cited by 
Draeger 2, 817 ; 24, 18, 12 ante quam bello confecto; and 8, 14, 6 
prius quam aere soluto are in indirect statements, as are the con- 
ditional absolutes with nisi. Ante quam is also used in the same 
way 3, 51, 13; zxAprius'quam 5, 7, 7. 

Comparative Conditional. — The use of particles of this class is 
especially worthy of note, quasi, tamquam, ut and velut being 
used in this way. While the special force of these particles is not 
always the same, yet it is sufficiently so for a general comparison. 
Numerically considered it is largely a question of the use of velut 
for, in comparison with the number of instances of its use, the 
others do not frequently occur. Quasi is found 26, 21, 4 q. 
debellato. Tamquam occurs 2, 53, 2 t. Veiis captis; 6, 14, 4 t. 
Gallis victoribus; 9, 6, 12 t. ferentibus adhuc cervicibus; 27, 9, 
10 t. integra re; 27, 24, 6; 29, 2, 2; 45, 5, 10; 45, 30, 2; and with 
the abl. abs. of the future active participle, 30, 10, 10; and 36, 40, 
1, the last two examples being similar to those in which the fut. 
part, is not in the ablative. Ut is used in half a dozen passages : 
1, 54, 7 ut re imperfecta; 29, 32, 3 ut debellato (cf. 26, 21, 4 quasi 
d.; and 30, 8, 1 velut d.); three times with the perfect part., 24, 
45, 11; 34, 39, 8; 34, 52, 11; and once with the present, 34, 39, 
10 ut adiuvantibus ignem qui . . . opem ferre solent. 

Velut is met with in 65 passages four times as often as all the 
others combined. While Livy's favorite, it does not differ in force 
from the others, for quasi, ut and velut are used with debellato ; ut 
and velut (35, 36, 6; and 39, 34, 2) with capta urbe as is uipoie 2, 
33, 8, for at that stage of the proceedings the Romans had merely 
gained the outskirts of the city, and utpote capta urbe means ' as 
if it were really captured', or 'because it was captured, as they 
thought' ... Ut in 1, 54, 7, and tamquam in 27, 9, 10 do not 
differ from velut in v. perfecta re 42, 16, 1 ; while in 29, 2, 2 hostico 
tamquam pacato is parallel to 24, 8, 15 v. pacato mari; and 34, 
28, 3 v. pacato agro. Velut is also used with the dative, e. g. 2, 
30, 13 v. stupentibus metu intulissent Romani ; 6, 30, 4 quibus v. 
circumventis . . . dum praesidio ut essent ; 30, 3, 1 omnibus tamen, 
v. earn sortitis, Africae cura erat. 

Causal. — In addition to the instance of utpote quoted above, it 
is used 30, 10, 15 vana pleraque, utpote supino iactu, tela; and 36, 
24, 11 utpote congregatis feminis puerisque et imbelli turba in 
arcem. Quippe is found in 3, 63, 2 iam pavidos q. fuso suae 
partis validiore cornu. It is used also with the dative agreeing 
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frith a pronoun 8, 4, 5 est quidem nobis hoc per se haud nimis 
amplum, q. concedentibus Romam caput Latio esse; and with 
other forms of the part. 5, 14, 1 and 27, 39, 14. 

Concessive. — Quamquam occurs between two contrasted abla- 
tives 31, 41, 7 sequente quamquam non probante Amynandro; 
and etsi is used in the same way 42, 19, 3 bello etsi non indicto 
tamen iam decreto. Both words are found in contrasted statements 
with other forms (see Draeger 2, 817), and in one of the passages 
4, 53, 1 bellum Aequi parabant Volscis quamquam non publico 
consilio capessentibus arma, voluntariis mercede secutis, by an 
easy shift, quamquam may be used with one of the participles. 

Change in Form of Expression. 

Livy's freedom in the use of the abl. abs. is shown by an 
occasional change in the form of expression where a succession 
of ablatives might be expected. Koeberlin has collected the 
numerous examples in which the abl. abs. of the participle is con- 
nected with some other form by copulative particles, e. g. 1, 29, 
3 deficiente consilio rogantesque alii alios; 25, 35, 2 deleto et . . . 
expectantes; 28, 8, 12 conlaudata . . . hortatusque; 34,49, 2 tyran- 
num debilitatum ac totis prope viribus ad nocendum cuiquam 
ademptis; 41, 26, 3 signo proposito pugnae ac paucis adhortatus 
milites. If moenibus disiectis in 24, 2, 9 in vasta urbe lateque 
moenibus disiectis, is taken as abl. abs., it should be added to 
K.'s list. Some of the examples, however, involve questions 
of textual reading, and in the last two quoted, a symmetrical 
construction with adhortatus in the ablative would hardly be 
admissible, as it is not in 31, 22, 3 perfectis . . . profectus; 31, 
26, 9 diviso . . . profectus. There is also at times a change in the 
form of statement when there is no connective: 4, 9, 8 pulsa 
plebs . . . armata ex urbe profecta colle quodam capto; 21, 57, 2 
uno consule ad Ticinum victo, alterum ex Sicilia revocatum ; 24, 
3, 8 sed arx Crotonis una parte imminens mari, altera vergente in 
agrum. All of these examples are illustrations of a striving for 
variety in expression, and this is also shown by the use of some 
other ablative, with the absolute construction, and of the absolute 
participle with some other admissible absolute form. 

Different Ablatives. — 1, 19, 3 clausus fuit semel T. Manlio 
consule . . . iterum . . . ab imperatore Caesare; 1, 49, 3 neque 
populi iussu nee auctoribus patribus; 2, 12, 4; 1, 31, 4 seu voce 
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caelesti ex Albano monte missa . . . seu haruspicum monitu ; 2, 
17, 4 cum ira maiore . . . turn viribus etiam auctis; 3, 57, 6 ut 
haud quoquam improbante, sic magno motu animorum ; 8, 23, 1 
magis Nolanis cogentibus quam voluntate Graecorum ; (24, 22, 6 
sicut regnante Hierone . . . ita post mortem eius.) 31, 39, 15 
partim testudine facta . . . vadunt, p. brevi circuitu . . . deturbant ; 
34> 5> 3 sua sponte an nobis auctoribus. 

Noun and Participle. — 3, 50, 16 nullo dum certo duce nee satis 
audentibus singulis; 2, 41, 4 auctoribus patribus nee omni plebe 
adversante; 40, 14, 8 me auctore et sciente. 

Adjective and Participle. — 6, 9, 9 aversis eo hostibus et oppi- 
danis iam pugnando fessis ; 24, 26, 4 neque vivo Hieronymo . . . 
neque interfecto eo; 29, 16, 2 inopi aerario nee plebe . . . suffici- 
ente; 40, 8, 17 vivo et spirante me. 

Subordinate Ablatives Absolute. 

When there is a succession of ablatives absolute not expressing 
coincident actions, some form of a temporal clause might be used 
as a substitute in the series, e. g. 28, 31, 1 Laelius . . . auditis, 
quae acta Gadibus erant, . . . nuntiis ad Marcium missis, . . . 
Marcio adsentiente post paucos dies ambo Carthaginem rediere. 
In this cum misisset might be used for the second abl. abs., while 
in other passages postquam is admissible, e. g. 21, 25, 3 armis 
repente arreptis in eum ipsum agrum impetu facto . . . fecerunt; 
23, 1,4 impediments relictis, exercitu partito . . . iubet; 31, 26, 8 
omissa oppugnatione urbis, diviso cum Philocle rursus exercitu 
. . . profectus; 40, 24, 6 mox coords doloribus, relicto convivio 
cum in cubiculum recepisset sese. The last may also be taken as 
causal, as can most of the ablatives absolute which are subordinate 
to another: 1, 36, 2 reductis copiis datoque spatio Romanis; 1, 
46, 1 conciliata prius voluntate plebis agro capto ex hostibus 
viritim diviso; 2, 55, 6 et praevalens ipse et adiuvantibus advocatis 
repulso lictore; 2, 64, 8 velut tacitis indutiis utrimque quiete 
sumpta; 6, 32, 4; 9, 40, 20; 33, 20, 4; 33, 20, 10 hoc nuntio 
accepto Rhodii dempto metu. 

Modifying Ablative Element. 

The use with the ablative absolute of a modifying ablative 
element — participial, attributive, or appositional — is occasionally 
found, although similar combinations occur with other cases of the 
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participle as 4, 9, 8 pulsa plebs armata ex urbe profecta . . . facit ; 
26, 50, 11 gratiam . .. redditae inviolatae virginis; 24, 8, 18 si 
stantibus vobis in acie armatis repente deligendi duo imperatores 
essent ; 35, 10, 9 virum e civitate optimum iudicatum ; 30, 33, 10 
Mauros Numidasque Masinissae impotenti futuro dominatu terret. 
The participle used in connection with the abl. abs., and taking 
the place of a relative clause is found 1, 14, 4 iuventute armata 
immissa vastatur agri quod inter urbem ac Fidenas erat; 1, 46, 1 
conciliata prius voluntate plebis agro capto ex hostibus viritim 
diviso ausus est ferre . . . ; 3, 33, 9 defosso cadavere . . . invento; 
8, 12, 9 bello infecto repente omisso consul . . . rediit. For the 
use of the ablative of a noun in the predicate Weissenborn (ad 
1 > 2 7> 3 Veientibus sociis consilii adsumptis) cites 2, 58, 5; 
4, 46, 11 ; 6, 39, 3; 8, 5, 3; 26, 40, 11 ; and 34, 33, 8. The following 
quotations will illustrate the use of an adjective in the same con- 
nection: 24, 47, 13 decern ex eo numero iussis inermibus deduci 
ad se; 27, 34, 3 moderato et prudenti viro adiuncto conlega; 
2 9» 9> 8 tribunis sontibus iudicatis. 

Succession of Ablatives Absolute. 

The occurrence of two or more successive ablatives absolute 
is not infrequent. This in many instances furnishes a symmetrical 
aoristic approach to the main statement, especially when the place 
of the ablatives might be taken by subordinate clauses with the 
subject of the main statement as subject, a succession not less 
monotonous than that of the ablatives absolute. The tense, 
however, is sometimes varied, e. g. 1, 12, 10 adnuentibus ac 
vocantibus suis, favore multorum addito animo evadit ; 2, 10, 7 
parte pontis relicta, revocantibus qui rescindebant; 28, 12, 13 
adiuvante Magone . . . , dilectibus . . . habitis; 34, 50, 9 pro- 
sequentibus cunctis . . . acclamantibus, salutatis dimissisque. 
A succession of several perfects is not uncommon: 1, 47, 10 non 
interregno, ut antea, inito, non comitiis habitis, non per suffragium 
populi, non auctoribus patribus ; 2, 11, 1 ; 2, 47, 10; 3, 3, 6; 5, 38, 
1; 6, 31, 8; 10, 14, 7; 10, 37, 8 bellis feliciter gestis, Samnio 
atque Etruria subactis, victoria et pace parta; 21, 55, 1 ; 22, 1, 6; 
26, 51, 2; 28, 46, 10; 29, 2, 2; 29, 14, 13; 29, 35, 4; 30, 5, 1; 
3i» io» 3; 34, 8, 5; 37, 11, 4; 38, 42, 12; 41, 10, 5; 41, 28, 9; 43, 
16, 13. Examples of the present participle repeated are not 
numerous : 6, 4, 6 re publica inpensas adiuvante, et aedilibus velut 
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publicum exigentibus opus et ipsis privatis . . . admonebat enitn 
desiderium usus — festinantibus ; 21, 8, 8; and with an adj. 27, 25, 
1 ; 37, 12, 1 tutante . . . fessis . . . permittente. More than three 
are rare : 7, 32, 1 ; 30, 30, 14 transgressus in Africam, duobus hie 
exercitibus caesis, binis eadem hora captis simul incensisque 
castris, Syphace potentissimo rege capto, tot urbibus regni eius, 
tot nostri imperi ereptis, me . . . detraxisti; 37, 19, 7 temptata, 
evastatis . . . relicto . . . facto. With variation in form of ex- 
pression : 44, 9, 6 cum alios decursu edidissent motus, quadrato 
agmine facto, scutis super capita densatis, stantibus primis, 
secundis summisioribus, tertiis magis et quartis, postremis etiam 
genu nixis, fastigatam . . . testudinem faciebant. 25, 28, 8 Hip- 
pocrate vero interempto, Epicyde intercluso ab Syracusis et 
praefectis eius occisis, Carthaginiensibus . . . pulsis, could be 
expressed by a mixture of active and passive clauses. 

If the accumulation of ablatives absolute is to be criticised, still 
more so is a succession of ablatives of the perfect participle and of 
the gerundive. But as Livy keeps constantly in view variety in 
form of expression, the change in this respect, though unusual, 
is not more violent than a change in other ways. The following 
are examples of the mixture of participle and gerundive : 5, 27, 2 
intermisso . . . trahendo . . . variatis ; 28, 37, 1 classe adpulsa, 
mittendis legatis querendoque quod portae . . . clausae forent, 
purgantibus iis. In these as in 28, 31, 1 auditis quae . . . nuntiis 
. . . missis . . . adsentiente Marcio, a cum clause might have 
been used in place of an abl. abs., but the symmetrical sentence 
structure would have been lost. 

Correlative and Contrasted Statements. 

An interesting feature in the handling of the ablative absolute 
by Livy is its use in correlative or contrasted statements which 
are introduced by a number of particles : 

Non Modo . . . Sed Etiam. — The use of this formula in 
connection with the abl. abs. is comparatively frequent. Within 
the abl. abs.: 21, 55, 7 equis maxime non visu modo sed 
odore insolito territis; 27, 48, 3 omnibus copiis non itineris 
modo, sed ad conserendum extemplo proelium instructis ar- 
matisque; 34, 51, 1 deductis non Chalcide solum sed etiam 
ab Oreo et Eretria praesidiis; 45, 43, 1 haerente adhuc non 
in animis modo sed paene in oculis memoria. The sub- 
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jects correlated by the formula are used with a single par- 
ticiple: 4, 23, 4 non Veientibus solum exterritis metu similis 
excidii, sed etiam Faliscis ; 5, 48, 7 postremo spe quoque iam, 
non solum cibo deficiente et . . . prope obrucntibus infirmum 
corpus armis ; 8, 4, 11 en ego ipse audiente non populo Romano 
modo senatuque sed love ipso; 10, 32, 6; 23, 42, 5; 24, 27, 2 non 
populari modo sed militari quoque turba, magna ex parte etiam 
perfugis . . . permixtis ; 27, 48, 14 non hostibus modo sed etiam 
suis inopinantibus in dextrum hostium latus incurrit; 28, 36, 3 
non aerario modo eorum sed etiam templis spoliatis; 33, 43, 6 
suspectis non solum Antiocho et Aetolis, sed iam etiam Nabide ; 
37> 36, 5 non solum frenis, sed etiam iugo accepto. 36, 19, 6 
multis in ipso itinere caesis captisque, non equis virisque tantum, 
sed etiam elephantis, quos capere non potuerant, interfectis. Cf. 
34, 36, 4 vanis ut ad ceteram fidem sic ad secreta tegenda . . . 
ingeniis. The passages are less numerous in which there is a com- 
plete abl. abs. in each member of the formula: 5, 38, 6 non modo 
non temptato certamine sed ne clamore quidem reddito ; 23, 46, 2 
non duce solum adhortante sed Nolanis etiam per clamorem, 
favoris indicem, accedentibus ardorem pugnae ; 29, 32, 3 nee 
praeda modo pecorum hominumque missa ad regem, sed copiis 
etiam, ut aliquanto maioribus quam pro reliquiis belli, remissis; 

29, 35. 4 ; 30, 45. 2. 

A parallel construction is not always maintained in the two 
parts: 5, 5, 3 non a cupiditate solum ulciscendi sed etiam neces- 
sitate imposita ex alieno praedandi; 21, 25,7 non contra ius modo 
gentium, sed violata etiam, quae data in id tempus erat, fide ; 
40, 58, 4 neque enim imbre tantum effuso . . . sed fulmina etiam 
undique micabant. 

An abl. abs. is worked into one member of the formula : 6, 2, 
11 non aperuit solum incendio viam, sed flammis in castra ten- 
dentibus vapore etiam ac fumo . . . consternavit hostes; 31, 11, 8 
non patrium modo recuperasset regnum, sed parte florentissima 
Syphacis finium adiecta etiam auxisset; 40, 31,7 clamore non 
tantum ad ardorem excitandum pugnae sublato, sed etiam ut qui 
in montibus erant exaudirent. 

Opposing Parties, (a) Single Participle. — 1, 52, 3 Anco prius, 
patre deinde suo regnante; 6, 32, 11 nee Romanis satis instructis 
apparatu bellico ad moenia adgredienda nee illis ad subeundum 
pugnae casum; 21, 1, 3 Romanis indignantibus . . . Poenis; 27, 14, 
2 ; 21, 57, 5 ; 21, 63, 15; 22, 46, 8 Romanis in meridiem, Poenis in 
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septemtrionem versis ; 26, 39, 23 Romanis victoribus terra, Taren- 
tinis mari; 29, 33, 4; 30, 8, 6 Numidis . . . Carthaginiensibus ; 34, 
9, 3 Hispanis prius, postremo et Graecis in civitatem Romanam 
adscitis ; 34, 9, 4 aperto mari ab altera parte, ab altera Hispanis 
. . . obiectis; 34, 28, 4; 34, 62, 1 ; 38, 21, 4 Gallos loco adiuvante, 
Romanos varietate et copia telorum. With differentiation of the 
subject: 44, 35, 18 ibi in medio spectantibus utrimque ex vallo 
castrorum hinc rege, hinc consule cum suis legionibus pug- 
natum est. 

(b) Complete abl. abs. in both parts. — 4, 44, 2 hoc tribuno 
comitia quaestorum habente petentibusque inter aliquot plebeios 
filio Antisti tribuni plebis et fratre alterius tr. pi. Sexti Pompili; 4, 
53> I > 4. 53. 5 consulibus deos hominesque testantibus . . . Menenio 
contra vociferante; 5, 12, 1 Sergio . . . accusante, Verginio de- 
precante; 5, 29, 3; 5, 51, 3 Gallis . . . Romanis; 10, 18, 7 Appio 
abnuente . . . Volumnio adfirmante; 10, 24, 3; 21, 8, 8 Poeno 
. . . credente, Saguntinis . . . opponentibus, nee ullo pedem 
referente; 23, 3, 4 primoribus . . . territis, milite in vulgus laeto; 
22, 7, 5; 24, 4, 7; 25, 37, 10; 28, 18, 3-4; 29, 9, 8; 31, 23, 8; 37, 
37, 3 Iliensibus . . . praeferentibus et Romanis laetis; 38, 47, 11 ; 
39, 31, 2 Hispanis recenti victoria ferocibus et insueta ignominia 
milite Romano incenso; 44, 24, 3 Attalo adiutore patrem suum 
oppressum ; Eumene adiuvante et quadam ex parte etiam Philippo 
patre suo Antiochum oppugnatum; 45, 4, 7 nihil ea legatione 
perfectum est, Perseo regium nomen omni vi amplectente, Paulo, 
ut se suaque omnia in fidem et clementiam populi Romani per- 
mitteret, tendente; 45, 13, 10 Pisanis querentibus . . . Lunensibus 
adfirmantibus. Similar to these: 29, 6, 2 principio ab Numidis 
facto et Bruttiis non societate magis Punica quam suopte ingenio 
congruentibus in eum morem. 

(c) aliis . . . aliis. — 4, 31, 3 signum aliis dari, receptui aliis 
cani iubentibus ; 40, 58, 7 aliis redeundum, aliis penetrandum in 
Dardaniam censentibus; 37, 46, 10 aliis belli casibus, aliis morbo 
absumptis; 42, 44, 3 aliis ad regem trahentibus civitatem aliis ad 
Romanos. 22, 29, 3 caesis aliis, aliis circumspectantibus fugam; 
2 7> 25, 3 aliis senatus consulto notantibus praefectum, quod . . . 
aliis praemia decernentibus, quod . . . mediis . . . dicentibus; 34, 
54, 4 aliis tandem, quod multo ante debuerit, tributum existimanti- 
bus amplissimo ordini,aliis demptum ex dignitate populi, quidquid 
maiestati adiectum esset, interpretantibus ; 34,61, 12; 36, 10, 7; 
37, 29, 4; 40, 54, 3 aliis expectantibus suam mortem, aliis ne ex- 
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pectantibus quidem. Cf. 27, 25, 1 defendente ipso . . . aliis 
infensis et plerisque aequantibus, though this may be in apposi- 
tion with preceding coram Fabio ; 4, 34, 4 singulis . . . ductis et 
. . . binis, aliis . . . venundatis; 23, 35, 1 fractis partis alterius 
viribus, alterius mollitis animis. 

(d) Partim . . . Partim. — 7, 4, 2 p. virgis caesis, ... p. vinculis 
datis; 27, 14, 7 p. occulcatis, p. dissupatis terrore; 37, 5, 3 p. diven- 
dita, p. divisa praeda; 44, 40, 1 silentium fuit p. traductis in sen- 
tentiam eius, p. verentibus nequiquam offendere in eo. Cf. 33, 
11,2 captivis . . . partim venum datis, partim militi concessis. 

Correlative temporal and local particles are occasionally used 
with successive ablatives absolute : 

Iam . . . lam. — 38, 5, 1 consul iam munimentis, quibus saepi- 
enda urbs erat, iam operibus, quae admovere muris parabat, 
perfectis. 

Modo . . . Modo.—a,, 43, 8 m. prohibentibus tribunis . . . , m. 
interregem interpellantibus. 

Nunc . . . Nunc. — 38, 7, 10 n. ciliciis praetentis, n. foribus 
raptim obiectis. 

Primum . . . Deinde. — 5, 27, 10 concursu populi p. facto, d. a 
magistratibus de re nova vocato senatu; 21, 48, 5 missisque 
Hannibal p. Numidis, d. omni equitatu. Cf. 33, 21, 6 vixdum 
terminato cum Philippo bello, pace certe nondum perpetrata. 

Simul . . . Simul. — 23, 30, 11 maximus stirpis contempta s. 
senectute patris, s. post Cannensem cladem Romana societate ad 
Poenos defecit. 

Turn . . . Turn.— a,, 33, 3 turn dictator magistro equitum 
equitibusque, turn ex montibus Quinctio accito. 

Alibi . . . Alibi. — 31, 23, 5 a. sopitis custodibus, a. nullo 
custodiente. 

Hinc . . . Illinc. — 10, 31, 6 hinc ira stimulante adversus rebel- 
lantes totiens, illinc ab ultima iam dimicantibus spe; 34, 21, 5 
anceps terror hinc muros ascendentibus Romanis, i. arce capta 
barbaros circumvasit. 

Seu . . . Seu. — Instances of successive ablatives absolute con- 
taining seu . . . seu are not uncommon: 3, 8, 1 s. pace deum 
impetrata seu graviore tempore anni circumacto; 5, 46, 3 s. 
attonitis Gallis . . . s. religione motis; 5, 47, 2 s. vestigio notato 
. . . s. sua sponte animadverso . . . saxo; io, 19, 13, cernentem 
s. pugnante s. quieto se fore collegae victoriam ; 30, 25, 5 ; and 
with a different construction in the two parts 35, 38, 1 s. ipsi per 
se suspicati, s. indicata re. 
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Other forms of correlation are also used: 3, 55, 15 ut invitis,ita 
non adversantibus patriciis; 44, 1,5 sicut nulla re bellica memor- 
abili gesta, ita ad cunctam militarem disciplinam ab effusa licentia 
formato milite; 23, 15, 2 Neapoli quoque sicut Nola omissa; 33, 
2, 9 redit Boeotis quoque, sicut prius Achaeis, ad societatem 
adscitis. 

Successive negative statements containing ablatives absolute are 
met with occasionally : 4, 37, 8 non subsidiis firmata acie, non equite 
apte locato concursum est ; 21, 54, 8 eductis hominibus atque equis, 
non capto ante cibo, non ope ulla ad arcendum frigus adhibita; 5, 
40, 4, nee prohibente ullo nee vocante ; 9, 2, 13 nee hortante ullo nee 
imperante ; 32, 22, 9; 30, 14, 2 nee consulto neque expectato 
Laelio; 31, 2, 7 profectus neque explorato circum, nee stationibus 
satis firmis . . . positis. 

The following are given as illustrations of the use of quam with 
contrasted statements: 22, 19, 11 temptata verius pugna quam 
inita; 23, 2, 4 incolumi quam eversa republica; 28, 43, 18 Regulo 
capto quam Scipionibus occisis; 1, 46,9 magis non prohibente 
Servio quam adprobante. 

As long as the ablative absolute did not embrace more than 
two parts unmodified, or at the most few modifiers, it could be 
maintained as a strictly absolute construction. But with the 
rhetorical expansion of the absolute, logical relationship at times 
prevailed over grammatical absoluteness, some part of the abso- 
lute group being taken up again or represented in other parts of 
the statement. The examples of this encroachment of the logical 
on the grammatical may be considered under three heads (a) 
Subject of main verb supplied from the abl. abs., (b) Noun in the 
abl. abs. repeated or an equivalent noun given, (c) Noun in abl. 
abs. represented by a pronoun in main clause. 

(a) 22, 45, 5 Varro . . . copias flumen traduxit sequente 
Paulo quia magis non probare quam adiuvare consilium poterat. 

(b) 42, 59, 8 fluctuanti rege ... ad regem accurrit ; 7, 36, 9 
orsusque meritas Decii laudes interfante ipso Decio ; 27, 48, 14 
non hostibus modo sed etiam suis inopinantibus in dextrum 
hostium latus incurrit; 33, 39, 5 a Philippo possessas An- 
tiochus . . . averso Philippo . . . intercepisset ; 40, 27, 9 indutiis 
datis, per ipsum indutiarum tempus . . . venissent. The same word 
but differently applied occurs 5, 47, 4 arreptis armis simul ad 
arma ceteros ciens vadit. One of the nouns may include the 
other : 10, 45, 1 1 sortientibus provincias consulibus Etruria Car- 
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vilio evenit ; 23, 9, 5 transgresso Volturnum Fabio . . . ambo 
consules rem gerebant. An equivalent may be used: 1, 39, 5 
Servi Tulli . . . gravidam viro occiso uxorem ; 38, 22, 3 primis 
forte deturbatis secundi tegant pulsos. 

(c) Hartnick, " De Ablativis Absolutis qui enormiter usurpati 
vocantur", gives a general view of the usage in regard to the 
admission into the main statement of a personal or demonstrative 
pronoun referring to a preceding ablative absolute. Such ex- 
amples merely illustrate the fact that at times completeness of 
logical statement requires the use of the pronoun. Draeger 2, 
808 seqq. § 586, presents examples under five heads, and the same 
classification will be here followed. 

1. The subject of the abl. abs. refers not to the finite verb but 
to a subordinate word : 30, 14, 8 cetera te ipsum tecum reputare 
quam me dicente erubescere malo ; 37, 47, 2 is . . . ex facto se 
absente senatus consulto . . . colonos scripsit; 39,53,8 et alteram 
iam se vivo regiam esse indignabatur. 

2. The pronominal subject is represented in the main clause by 
a possessive or demonstrative pronoun : 1, 48, 1 me vivo ... in 
sede considere mea; 27, 20, 12 nee de imperio eius abrogando 
absente ipso ageretur; 40, 8, 17 vivo et spirante me hereditatem 
meam . . . crevistis; 40, 11, 2 eum sibi te abdicato patre in locum 
tuum substituit ; 42, 9, 4 postulare ut . . . supplicationem quam 
absente se . . . decernere debuerint . . . sui aliquo tamen respectu 
decernerent. Cf. 42, 13, 2 relicto meo regno . . . mare tantum 
traecissem; 10, 36, 8 nee vivo consule tuo nisi victor castra 
intrabis. 

3. The absolute serves to fix the time more exactly : 3, 56, 9 
suas leges quibus manentibus lator earum in vincla ducatur ; 22, 
29, 6; 24, 9, 9; 28, 10, 8; 38, 54, 1 ; 39, 40, 7 nee is tantum, cuius 
lingua vivo eo viguerit monumentum eloquentiae nullum exstet, 
vivit . . . eloquentia. 

4. The subject of the abl. abs. is represented by a demonstrative 
in the main clause: 1, 28, 10 duabus admotis quadrigis in currus 
earum distentum inligat Mettium; 4, 51, 3 transacta re nequivere 
tamen consequi ut non aegerrime id plebs ferret ; 8, 18, 8 matronis 
. . . accitis duae ex eis ; 10, 35, 19; io, 38, 12 ; 23, 6, 1 ; 25, 9, 13; 
27, 5. 6; 29, 5, 8 ; 31, 46, 4 ; 32, 22, 10; 32, 38, 7 ; 34, 24, 5 cunctis 
increpantibus Aetolos responsurum se fuisse iis dixit ; 42, 36, 7 ; 
42, 67, 12 Thebani vexantibus eos Coronaeis in Boeotiam 
arcessebant. 
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5. The ablative absolute of the present participle is sometimes 
used when we should expect it to modify some dependent word, 
as in 42, 36, 9 tribunos ad occupanda Dassaretiorum castella, 
ipsis accersentibus praesidia misit. 22, 5, 1 consul . . . impavidus 
turbatos ordines vertente se quoque ad dissonos clamores instruit, 
where vertentes is also read. 

Summary. 

The number of the ablatives absolute in Livy, as well as the 
variations in form of statement, makes this construction one of the 
most important elements in his style. To him is due an ex- 
tension in the use of the abl. abs. of the future participle, of 
deponent verbs, and of the neuter singular of the perfect. Though 
we have taken as gerundives some possible absolute forms, yet 
either interpretation shows the freedom of Livy's usage. This 
is noticeable whether the abl. abs. is viewed from a grammatical 
or a rhetorical standpoint. Everywhere are seen the results of a 
striving for variety in statement. It may be seen in the change 
of the logical subject in successive absolutes, e. g. 21, 55, 11 
Hannibalis interim miles ignibus ante tentoria factis, oleoque per 
manipulos, ut mollirent artus, misso et cibo per otium capto; and 
40, 27, 9 nunc fraudem hostium incusans, qui pace petita, indutiis 
datis . . . venissent ; in the omission of the subject ; and in break- 
ing away from the earlier solidarity of the ablative absolute. As 
an illustration of some of these points we take the formula dis 
bene iuvantibus and its equivalents, but without unduly empha- 
sizing the question of the spelling or of the order of words : Dis 
bene iuvantibus is used 6, 23, 10; 7, 32, 17; 21, 21, 6; 21, 43,7; 
26, 36,9; 42,51, 1; 44,38,7. Bene iuvantibus divis occurs 31, 7, 14; 
deis bene iuvantibus 25, 38, 22; 28, 32, 12; 29, 24, 7 ; 29, 25, 13; 
iuvantibus dis 7, io, 4 ; dis iuvantibus 35, 32, 10 d. i. et Aetolis 
sociis ; dis auctoribus 7, 32, 15 ; auctoribus dis 9, 14, 4 ; deis auc. 
10, 40, 5 ; 28, 28, 11; dis volentibus 37, 19, 5 ; and 39, 16, 1 1 dis 
propitiis volentibusque ; 7, 26, 7 praesentibus ac secundis dis. 

While the frequency of occurrence for the different decades is 
practically the same, yet the abl. abs. is not freely used in the 
more reflective portions, either in the speeches or in Livy's own 
narrative. A good illustration of this is the excursus 9, 17-19 in 
which there are very few examples, as the passage is to a con- 
siderable extent free from statements expressing time. 

It would be interesting to compare with respect to the use of 
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the abl. abs. by the one and of the gen. abs. by the other, those 
passages in Livy which are evidently based on the statements of 
Poly bius. But this would carry us beyond the scope of this article, 
for, though the usage of the two at times coincides, it generally 
is different, as Livy had in view not simply the presentation of 
facts as a mere annalist, but also the independent rhetorical 
presentation of the most polished grouping of words and con- 
structions. This statement will apply equally well to those por- 
tions of the history in which the facts are derived from earlier 
annalists in whose works the ablative absolute must have been 
much more restricted than it is in Livy. 

In the absence of a perfect active participle, the ablative of the 
perfect passive was pressed into service as a substitute, and in 
most places shows its substitutive character. It, of all the forms, 
is most freely used, but along with it are nouns and adjectives 
which are potentially active, present active participles, and the 
perfects of deponent verbs. With the presents the active meaning 
is retained in full force, the grammatical absoluteness of the state- 
ment in no way affecting the voice. The perfects of the in- 
transitive deponents remain active, and that there is a change in 
the voice of the transitives is not a necessary assumption, as they 
may have remained active, as did the present participles. The 
neuter singular of some perfect passive participles in the abl. abs. 
assumed the function of adverbs, and finally became fully estab- 
lished as such. In the explanation of kindred absolute forms 
which are used with dependent constructions, and in fact of the 
great mass of the perfects in the abl. abs., it would be a com- 
fortable working doctrine, if we could assume that these, through 
their assumed function, became at last active participles. 
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